TYPES OF BEHAVIOUR

surroundings. Ultimately he will have learned
to make just the necessary movement and no
other. In this gradual exclusion of useless move-
ments, the cat is guided entirely by results.
The psycho-physiological endowment required
for acquisitions of this kind involves no abstract
ideas but only (1) the desire to escape; (2) the im-
pulse and ability to perform the various move-
ments we have named; (3) an indefinite
remembrance of the position occupied when
success was achieved, combined with a tendency
to repeat the same movements when in the same
situation.

The method illustrated above by which animals
learn to deal with forces in the midst of which
they live has a much wider range of application
in human existence than is generally supposed.
Man's fundamental mode of learning is also the
unreflective, experimental, one in which frequent
blind attempts and chance successes slowly lead
to the elimination of ineffective movements.
Would you convince yourself of the vastly
exaggerated rdle ascribed to abstract ideas and
to logical processes in ordinary human behaviour,
inquire how ' power' is conceived of by those who
use it. What is in the mind of the stoker when
he thinks of the power of coal? What in the
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